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Unit 10 – Safe at work  
Safety first 
respiratory equipment If there is a lot of dust in the air, it’s 

important to wear respiratory equipment. 
Atemschutzgerät 

face protection Around sparks or welding jobs, face 
protection is necessary. 

Gesichtsschutz 

safety boots  Mr Wright always wears safety boots in 
the school workshop.  

feste Schuhe tragen 

ear protection To protect ourselves from loud noises in 
the school workshop, we have to wear ear 
protection. 

Gehörschutz 

safety helmet / hard hat Workers on the building site have to wear 
hard hats all the time.  

Schutzhelm 

safety harness A safety harness would be necessary if you 
were washing the windows of the Empire 
State Building from outside. 

Auffanggurt, Sicherheitsgurt 

eye protection / goggles Julia knows her eyes are very important 
and wears goggles / eye protection when 
necessary.  

Schutzbrille, Sicherheitsbrille 

safety gloves Safety gloves are required in the 
Chemistry lab.  

Schutzhandschuhe 

safety overall Elvira spends a lot of time around 
dangerous chemicals and wears her safety 
overall in the lab. 

Schutzanzug 

protective clothing Protective clothing helps me feel safer 
when I use power tools.  

Schutzkleidung  

cup mask / dust mask To avoid breathing in particles in the air, 
Adam wears a cup mask / dust mask.  

Staubschutzmaske 

Workshop safety rules 
to avoid injuries Kade always wears safety gloves to avoid 

injuries in the workshop.  
Verletzungen vermeiden 

to attempt practical work It’s essential to know what you are doing 
before you attempt practical work.  

praktische Arbeit in Angriff 
nehmen; ein Praktikum machen  

to bump into something / 
someone 

It’s easy to bump into something / 
someone if you’re not paying attention.  

gegen etwas / jemanden stoßen, in 
jemanden hineinrennen, jemanden 
anrempeln 

to cause an accident The last thing you want to do is cause an 
accident.  

einen Unfall verursachen 

to operate a machine Tyrell learned how to operate the machine 
safely by working with his father.  

eine Maschine bedienen 

to report an accident to 
one’s teacher 

Beatrice reported an accident to the 
teacher in charge.  

dem/der Lehrer/in einen Unfall 
melden  

to switch on / off machinery Before doing anything else, one must 
switch on / off the machinery. 

die Maschine ein-/ausschalten  

to not run in the workshop Students are always reminded that they 
should not run in the workshop. 

in der Werkstätte / im Bauhof nicht 
laufen 

to know where the 
emergency button is 
positioned 

Wesley knows where the emergency 
button is positioned. 

wissen, wo der Not-Aus-Schalter ist 

to wear safety shoes / 
sturdy shoes 

Mike wears sturdy shoes when he’s at the 
construction site. 

Arbeitsschutzschuhe / festes 
Schuhwerk tragen 

to listen carefully to the 
instructions of the 
workshop teachers 

Jochen listened carefully to the 
instructions of the workshop teachers 
before starting his project.  

den Anweisungen des Werk-
stättenlehrers/der Werkstätten-
lehrerin / des Bauhoflehrers/der 
Bauhoflehrerin aufmerksam 
zuhören 
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to use tools / machinery 
carefully 

Alice used machinery carefully and never 
put herself in danger. 

Werkzeug / Maschinen vorsichtig 
bedienen 

to keep hands away from 
moving and rotating 
machinery 

Aurora knew she had to keep her hands 
away from moving and rotating 
machinery. 

die Hände von beweglichen / 
rotierenden Maschinen fernhalten 

to wear protective clothing Gustav wore protective clothing on every 
job site because he didn’t want to get his 
street clothes dirty. 

Schutzbekleidung tragen 

to not / never work alone 
on a machine 

Titus never works alone on a machine to 
keep himself safe. 

eine Maschine nicht / nie alleine 
bedienen 

to pay attention to 
someone / something 

The students usually pay attention to their 
workshop teachers’ instructions. 

auf etwas achtgeben / jemandem 
Beachtung schenken; aufmerksam 
sein 

troubleshooting Sarina has always been good at 
troubleshooting and solving problems. 

Fehlerbehebung, Fehlersuche 

Accidents and injuries in the school workshop / at work 
to sprain one’s ankle Anaïs sprained her ankle in the lab last 

week. 
sich den Knöchel verstauchen 

to trip over some cables I tripped over some cables and landed flat 
on my face.  

über ein paar Kabel stolpern 

to slip on the wet floor Signs always warn us not to slip on the wet 
floor.  

auf dem nassen Boden 
ausrutschen 

to burn one’s hand It’s easy to burn your hand when you are 
welding. 

sich die Hand verbrennen 

to have terrible backache After lifting so many heavy boards, I have 
terrible backache.  

starke / schreckliche 
Rückenschmerzen haben 

to break one’s arm / leg Christian broke his arm / leg last month 
when he fell off the balcony.  

sich den Arm / das Bein brechen 

to fall from a ladder It can be extremely dangerous to fall from 
a ladder.  

von einer Leiter stürzen / fallen 

to be hit by a flying object You don’t want to be hit by a flying object 
in a machine room.  

von einem fliegenden Gegenstand 
getroffen werden  

to cut one’s hand / finger During a cooking class, Nancy cut her 
finger with a knife.  

sich in die Hand / den Finger 
schneiden 

Safety rules and responsibilities on site 
to follow the safety rules Justin followed the safety rules properly 

last week when we had a small fire that 
broke out. 

die Sicherheitsvorschriften 
befolgen 

to be familiar with the site Blake was already familiar with the site, 
but he asked me some safety questions 
just to make sure he knew what to do. 

mit der Baustelle / dem Standort 
vertraut sein  

to be neat and tidy The most effective workers make sure 
their stations are neat and tidy. 

sauber und ordentlich sein 

to leave lights and power 
tools unplugged 

When leaving the site, Jeremy left lights 
and power tools unplugged. 

Lampen und Elektrowerkzeuge 
ausgesteckt lassen 

Health and Safety Manager The Health and Safety Manager arrived 
today for a surprise inspection. 

Gesundheits- und Sicherheits-
beauftragte/r 

to be really strict The foreman is really strict about safety 
violations.  

wirklich / sehr streng sein 

to prevent injuries and 
financial losses 

Marie was in charge of preventing injuries 
and financial losses on the job site in 
Carinthia. 

Verletzungen und finanzielle 
Verluste vorbeugen 

to wear the required 
Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) 

Billy always wore the required Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE). 

die vorgeschriebene persönliche 
Schutzausrüstung tragen 
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to use the right equipment 
for the right task 

Ted made sure that the team used the 
right equipment for the right task. 

die richtige Ausrüstung für die 
vorgesehene Tätigkeit verwenden 

to report defects and faults 
on site as soon as possible 

He was in charge of machine repairs and 
would report defects and faults on site as 
soon as possible. 

Mängel / Fehler und Störungen auf 
der Baustelle / dem Firmengelände 
so rasch wie möglich melden 

to notice damage Mr Grondin noticed damage on the left 
side of the bulldozer and decided to report 
it. 

einen Schaden bemerken 

the misuse of a tool or 
equipment 

Ava once had to fire one of her workers 
for the misuse of equipment; he had 
almost caused a small explosion. 

Missbrauch / Zweckentfremdung / 
Fehlanwendung eines Werkzeugs 
oder einer Ausrüstung  

to place safeguards Cole, our manager, places safeguards 
regarding the handling of heavy machinery 
so that the risks are minimal. 

Schutzvorrichtungen / Absicherun-
gen anbringen / platzieren 

to do pre-checks on tools 
and equipment 

Each day, the construction team does pre-
checks on tools and equipment that is 
going to be used for dangerous tasks. 

Geräte und Ausrüstung einem Pre-
Check / einer Vorabprüfung unter-
ziehen 

A damage claim 
to find out what the 
problem is 

It’s important to find out what exactly the 
problem is before submitting a damage 
claim.  

herausfinden, was das Problem ist / 
worin das Problem besteht 

to report the problem to 
the online seller / the 
company 

The customer reports the problem to the 
online seller. 

das Problem dem Online-Verkäufer/ 
der Online-Verkäuferin / dem 
Unternehmen melden 

to ask for a refund Tamara asked for a refund of the full 
purchase price. 

um Rückerstattung bitten 

to ask for a replacement / a 
new product 

Jacob asked for a replacement for the 
broken part / for a new product. 

um Ersatz / ein neues Produkt 
bitten  

to ask someone to repair 
the product / item for free 

If the product is large or otherwise difficult 
to ship or handle, you might ask the 
company to repair the item for free as 
compensation. 

jemanden um Gratis-Reparatur des 
Produkts / Artikels ersuchen  

to stay calm It’s important to stay calm regardless of 
the reactions of the workers or the 
company. 

ruhig bleiben 

to be patient and friendly The quickest way to solving conflict in a 
situation like this is to be patient and 
friendly. 

geduldig und freundlich sein 

to describe in detail what 
the problem is 

Juan described in detail what the problem 
with the product was so that the company 
could offer a solution. 

detailliert beschreiben, was das 
Problem ist / worin das Problem 
liegt 

to be respectful Berat was always respectful and expected 
his workers to be as well. 

respektvoll sein 

to hurt oneself Trying to fix machinery alone can lead to 
someone hurting themselves. 

sich verletzen 

to damage another product Dakota damaged another product on the 
job site by accident and forgot to tell 
anyone. 

ein anderes Produkt beschädigen 

to lead to a power failure A small mistake led to a power failure that 
kept everyone out of work for the entire 
afternoon. 

zu einem Stromausfall führen  

Tools in the workshop 
hand level Using the hand level, I made sure the shelf 

wasn’t leaning right or left. 
Handnivellierinstrument, 
Handwaage 

handsaw A handsaw is practical for small jobs.  Handsäge  

  



The New Best Shots 1 – FS | VocabExtra © Verlag Hölder-Pichler-Tempsky, Wien  42 

measuring tape If you’re a carpenter, a measuring tape is 
an absolute must. 

Maßband  

pipe tongs Pipe tongs are used by plumbers to screw 
or unscrew lengths of pipe. 

Rohrzange  

round file I bruised my fingernail on the round file 
today. 

Rundfeile  

screw Screws have many different shapes. Schraube  

screwdriver There are many different types of 
screwdrivers. 

Schraubenzieher  

shovel I dug up the flowers with a shovel. Schaufel  

side cutter My brother uses a side cutter at work 
almost every day. 

Seitenschneider  

sledge hammer Sledge hammers are incredibly heavy. Vorschlaghammer  

slide gauge The slide gauge is a useful measuring tool. Schublehre, Schieblehre  

vice The vice held the two pieces of wood 
together very nicely. 

Schraubzwinge, Schraubstock  

 

 




